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My name is Semen. I'm originally from Ukraine and I'm a photographer, documentary 
photography is my main practice, which have nailed here in London UAL. And I had 
a quite interesting, not interesting but quite sentimental, for me, a story how I get to 
know about UAL. I just had this friend, which I made in a summer camp. So, we 
knew each other just for like two weeks or something. He was quite confident artist 
at the time, even though we were just beginners. He was a photographer. And 
because he was one year older, he went to uni earlier than me and I saw him travel 
somewhere else from his home country. And then it appeared that he is in London in 
UAL, London College of Communication. When I saw works he's done during this 
period while studying here, I was shocked. And that was actually one of my main 
motive why to study here. I was super impressed by the level of works he gained 
here. It was super creative, innovative, in compared to what he's done before. So, I 
saw opportunity there. And when time came to make a decision where I'm going to 
study, there is no competition in Ukraine in art colleges, so I just came straight up 
here. Yeah, I didn't make any application to any other college, any other place in 
around Europe, straight away here. 
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When I get the date of enrolment, it was weird for me because the time was like 
10am, when we usually get used to this academical schedule from like 8am or 9am. 
And I'm like, It's weird it is 10am. I didn't have any expectation, so I couldn't be 
....well, I could be surprised, but I wasn't scared of anything. I just came here and I 
was just gaining this energy from place, from people around, which was completely 
new for me. I haven't been in London at all before. I came literally the day before the 
enrolment starts and the study, so it was a fresh start, 
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What was London like, the social life? Were you nervous about that? 
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I was prepared. I got email which says you should be there at this time. And I'm like, 
okay, I live around the corner in a student home. I can do that. Luckily, on the first 
day, it was amazing weather. So, London welcomed me quite well. So, it's weird 
because we usually remember all the bad stories, you know, but when it was 
everything good, there is no story to tell. It was just joyful. 
 


